Christ’'s Use Of Divine Attributes

Why Christ Displayed
His Deity

To Produce FaithinGod

TobringglorytotheFatherwhichinvolvesbringing
mentofaithforsal vation.HowwouldChristknow
whentouseHisdivineattributes?TheFatherpermitted
theuseattheappropriatetime(Mt.26:42;Jn.5:30;7:17,
6:38;8:26-29;14:31;15:10;He.10:9).

Omnipotence(Power)

M1.9:28-29 Twoblindmenheal edbecauseoftheirfaith.
AndChrist’ sfamewasspread(v.31).(SeeMk.2:5,12).
Mt.11:4 WhatChristdoesprovestoJohntheBapti st
thatJesusistheM essiah.

MKk.5:13,19-20 Thedemoniacof Gadaraheal edwhich
resultedinfaith.

Lk.7:11-17 Thewidow’ ssonatNainraisedtolife,and
thepeopleglorifiedGodasaresult(v.16).

Jn.2:11 Thewaterturnedintowinecreatedfaithinthe
disciples.

Jn.7:31 ManybelievedinChristbecauseofthemiracles
He did.

Jn.20:30-31 Thesignsareforthepurposeofcreating
beliefinthebeholders.

SeeMk.5:35-43(esp.36,42);Mk.11:14,20-26(esp.
22);Jn.2:33;JIn.3:1-21(esp.2);10:25,38;In.11(esp.
40,45).

Omniscience(K nowledge)

Mt.12: 25 JesusknewthethoughtsofthePhari seeswho
claimedChrist’ spowertobefromBeel zebubwhenHe
heal edtheblindanddumbdemonic(seelL k.9:14-26
(esp.17).

Lk.6:6-11 (esp.8)“Heknewtheirthoughts’ concerning
theSabbath.

Jn.4:17-18,39-42 (esp.39)HeknewtheSamaritan
women.

SeeMKk.2:8;Lk.9:46-50(esp.47);Jn.1:47,50;2:24-24;
14:29;18:4.

Jn.20:30-31 “*Andmanyothersignstrul ydidJesusin
thepresenceof hisdisciples,whicharenotwrittenin
thisbook: *Butthesearewritten,thatyemightbelieve
that JesusistheChrist,theSonof God;andthat
believingyemighthavelifethroughhisname.”

Why Christ Did Not
Display His Deity

To Relate Fully totheSufferings
of Mankind

Not to MakeHisEarthyL ifeEasier

I fChristwoul dhaveknownaproblemwascoming,Hecould
haveavoidedit.ButHechosetolivethelifeasaman,withall
its trials,joys,andsuffering.(SeeRo0.8:34;He.4:15;7:25;
9:24;etc).

Lk.2:40,46,52 Hegrewinwisdom(learned)andgrewin
physical stature.

Mt.4:1-11; Lk.4:1-13; He.4:14-15 Hewastempted.
Mt.26:37-38; Lk.22:44; He.13:12; 1Pe.3:18 Hesorrowed.
Mt.4:2; Mk.11:12; Lk.4:2 Hehungered.

Jn.4:7; 19:28 Hethirsted.

Jn.4:6 Hewaswearied.

L k.8:23 Heneededsl eep.

Lk.9:58 Hewaspoor.

Jn.1:14; Ro.8:3; Ga.4:4;1Ti.3:16; 1Jn.4:2 He hadareal
physicalbody.

Christ wasin Complete Subjection

totheFather

TheFatherpermittedChristtouseHisdivineattributes
especiallywhenitwouldbringmentofaithinGod.Christwas
atrueservantofman(Mt.20:28;Lk.22:27;Jn.13:4-5;Ph.2:7)
but,alsoHewasaservanttodotheFather’ swill(Mt.26:42;
Jn.5:30;7:17; 8:26-29;14:31;15:10;He.10:9).Christgaveup
theindependentuseof Hisdivineattributes,thusHewas
dependentupontheFatherfortheappropriatetimetouse
them.ThereseemstobeacommunicationintheGod-head.
GodtheFathertell sGodtheSonwhattosayanddo,and
whentodothem.

Hardness of Hearts

SometimesChristdidnotuseHisdivinepower
because thepeopl ealreadydisplayahardness-of -
heartattitudethatwoul dnotbelieve(see
Mt.13:58;Jn.12:37).

Examples

MKk.13:32-37(esp.32)ChristdidnotknowthetimeofHis
owncomingagainbacktotheearth.
Mt.8:5-13(esp.10)HewasamazedattheCenturion’ sfaith.
Mk.11:12-14(esp.13)Christcametothefigtreehopingto
findfigsbuttherewasnone(SeeMt.21:19)

AtthesetimestheFatherdidnotpermitJesustouseHis
omniscience.JesusneverceasedtohaveHisdivineattributes,
whenHebecameaman,Hejustchose(givingupHis
independent use)tousethemonlyastheFather’ swillgranted
permission.
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