Forms and Usage of oikovouoc

(“stewardship” “dispensation” “manager”)
Greek Reference Translation Passage / Meaning
VERB: Lu.16:2 “stewardship” -NASB “And he caled him and said to him, ‘What isthis | heer
5 (16:1-89) “Management” —NIV about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you
otkovouta can no longer be seward.”” -NASB
A trusted dave given the responsbility and oversight of a
household for his owner.
Lu.16:1,3,8 “steward” -NASB ““Now He was ds0 saying to the disciples, ‘ Therewasa
(16:1-89) “manager” —NIV certain rich man who had a steward, and this steward was
reported to him as squandering his possessions *...What
shall | do, Snce my master istaking the stewardship away
fromme?’ -NASB
It appearsthe “rich man” isunjust in this case, for he
praised the steward for acting shrewdly, and he dismissed
the seward on afase accusation. The Lord usesabad
exampleto teach agood lesson. Planning aheed should be
the Chrigtian response, but not like the people of thisworld.
Lu.12:42 “steward” -NASB “And the Lord said, “Who then isthe faithful and sensble
(12:42-48) “manager” —NIV sewardship, whom his master will put in charge of his
servants, to give them their rations at the proper time?’
—-NASB
Jesus referred primarily to the leaders of 1sragl who will be
judged more saverely because of their lack of faith than
those who simply do not know of the coming of Christ.
R0.16:23 “treasurer” —NASB “Gaius, host to me and to the whole church, greetsyou.
“chamberlan” —AV Erastus, the city treasurer greets you, and Quartus, the
. “director of public brother.” -NASB
N’OUI\,I- works’ —NIV Thisis Paul’ sgreeting to blievers ashe closes his epistle
OLKOVONOG to the Romans.
1Co.4:1,2 “stewards’ -NASB “ILet aman regard usin this manner, as servants of Chrig,
“entrusted” —NIV and stewards of the mysteries of God. ?In this case,
moreover, it isrequired of stlewards that one be found
trustworthy.” —NASB
Paul exhorts the servants/stewards of Christ to proclaim
this messagein the interests of Chrigt their master.
Ga4:2 “managers’ —-NASB “but heis under guardians and managers until the date set
“governors’ —AV by the father” -NASB
“trustees’ —-NIV Paul isillugtrating the spiritua immeaturity of those under
the Mosaic Law. The Jewish father makesaformd
acknowledgement when his son has matured as heir.
Ti.1:7 “seward” -NASB “For the overseer must be above reproach as God's
“entrusted” —NIV steward, not self-willed, not quick-tempered, not addicted
to wine, not pugnacious, not fond of sordid gain.” —~NASB
Paul lists qudifications for an overseer.
1Pe.4:10 “stewards’ -NASB “As each one has recaived a specid gift, employ itin
“adminigtering” —NIV serving one ancther, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God.” -NASB
God s giftsto believers are to be used to serve one another
manifesting His grace to bring Him glory.
NOUN: Lu.16:2, 3,4 “stewardship” -NASB “2And he caled him and said to him, ‘What isthis| heer
. “manager” —NIV about you? Give an account of your stewardship, for you
otkovoua can noylonger be seward.” —NX\SB >
The stewardship can be taken away.
1C0.9:17 “stewardship” -NASB “For if | do thisvoluntarily, | have areward; but if against

“dispensation” —AV
“trust” —NIV

my will, | have astewardship entrusted to me.” -NASB

Paul is smply discharging the trust (God' s grace through
the gospel) committed to him by God.




Ep.1:10 “adminigtration” -NASB | “with aview to an administration suitable to the fulness of
“dispensation” —AV thetimes, that is, the summing up of al thingsin Chrigt,
things in the heavens and things upon the earth...” -NASB

God gives us grace to gragp some of His purposein the
coming kingdom when both spiritud and meterid are under

therule of Chrigt.
Ep.3:2,9 “stewardship” -NASB ““if indeed you have heard of the stewardship of God's
“administration” grace which was given to me for you...>and to bring to
—NASB, NIV light what is the adminigtration of the mystery which for
“dispensation” —AV ages has been hidden in God, who cregted dl things’
—NASB

Paul isto administer the grace of God to the Gentiles. This
truth was hidden (not known) before the church age.

Co.1:25-26 “stewardship” -NASB “Z50f this church | was made aminister according to the
“dispensation” —AV stewardship from God bestowed on mefor your benefit,
“commission” —NIV that | might fully carry out the preaching of the word of

God, %that i's, the mystery which has been hidden from the
pest ages and generations; but has now been manifested to
Hissaints’ -NASB

The church as Christ’ sbody could not have been known in
the Old Testament. The baptism of the Holy Spirit
inaugurated the church age (Ac.1:5; 2). The mystery of
Chrigt in the believer is digtinct from any prior age.

1Ti.14 “adminigtration” -NASB | “nor to pay atention to myths and endless genedlogies,
“edifying” —AV which give rise to mere specul ation rather than furthering
“work” —NIV the adminigtration of God which isby faith. -NASB

Speculation by human imagination isto be avoided, having
no spiritua value. Spiritud truth, having vaueisto be

grasp by faith.

Summary
The study of the word oikovouog providesfive principles: (1) The stewardship was given to another (Lu.16:3; Ep.3:2;
Co.1:25); (2) Thereceiver isto act upon what was given (Lu.12:42; 1Pe.4:10; Co.1:25); (3) Therecever hasa
responshility to the giver (Lu.16:2; 1Co.4:2; T.1:7; 1C0.9:17; 1Ti.1:4); (4) That which is given may have an gppointed
period of time (Ga.4:2; Ep.1:10; Co.1:26); (5) That which is given may be taken away (Lu.16:2).
Theword olkovéuocg literdly means“house (oikoc) law (vouog).” A dispensationisa“house” with itsown lawsor rules.
This can be charted astime periods, thoughiit is primarily the giving of responsibility to someone trusted.

“trusted responsibility”
“atrusted dave given the responsibility and oversight of a household for his owner”
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